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Family issues: family intolerance 
of sexual and gender issues, 
sexual and physical abuse
Systemic issues: gentrification, 
racism, unstable temporary 
housing
Economic issues: poverty and 
family financial crises
Homeless Youth – National Stats 
• Overall, unaccompanied homeless youth represent 6% of the total 
homeless population in the United States (HUD, 2017).
• There are approximately 35,686 unaccompanied homeless youth 
throughout all of the United States (HUD, 2017).
• 89% or 31,862 individuals are youth between the ages of 18 and 24 (HUD, 
2017).
• 11% or 3,824 individuals are youth under the age of 18 (HUD, 2017).
• Overall, unaccompanied homeless youth represent 6% of the total 











38% identify as African American
25% identify as Hispanic
8% identify as White
20% identify with two or more 
races
Consequences	of	Life	on	the	Street	
for	Homeless	Youth
• Increased	likelihood	of	high-risk	
behavior
• Greater	risk	of	mental	illnesses,	
poor	health	and	nutrition,	and	
low	self-esteem
• Increased	likelihood	of	
exchanging	sex	for	food,	
clothing,	and	shelter	(also	known	
as	“survival	sex”).	Or,	dealing	
drugs	to	meet	basic	needs	
• Difficulty	attending	school	due	to	
transportation	or	lack	of	
necessary	enrollment	records
